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Strong operator representation, engaging presentations and a highly successful
exhibition were key features of this year’s SPE ICoTA European Well Intervention
Round Table.

Three hundred delegates and 35 exhibiting companies from 12 countries
enjoyed a lively learning and networking experience during the two-day event,
at the Aberdeen Exhibition and Conference Centre from 18-19 November.

The dynamic conference programme included a variety of UK and Norwegian
North Sea case studies demonstrating diverse applications of well intervention
technology, which sparked intense discussion and story-swapping both on and
off the conference floor. The sessions concluded with the presentation of the
ICoTA European Chapter 2008 Innovation Award to StatoilHydro, for nurturing
the development of riser-less light well intervention technology.

The exhibition attracted intense interest with its range of technologies and
information on the latest intervention services and products. The information-
gathering and networking opportunities were further enhanced on the second
day, when the exhibition opened its doors to non-delegates, ensuring a buzz of
activity right up to official closing time.

A popular highlight of this year’s event was the pre-conference workshop, led
by BP, which gave both new and experienced engineers an overview and
deeper understanding of subsea operations and interventions.

ICoTA European Chapter chairman Alan Turner, of Halliburton, who co-led the
organisation of the Round Table with SPE Aberdeen Chair elect Chris
Nussbaum, of TecWel, commented: “For me, this has been the most successful
Round Table event to date. The operator participation was very powerful and the
strong operator-service company mix led to some great question and answer
sessions and discussions following the presentations. The exhibitors were also
very pleased by the level of operator interest and feedback.”

What the delegates said
“The event has been very interesting – a broad mix of information about various
well intervention procedures. I enjoyed seeing the exhibition and applications
for coiled tubing. As a new CT manufacturer, we’ll seriously consider coming
here as an exhibitor next year. I’ve already talked to our technical people about
presenting a paper.” Doug Wheeler, Global Tubing, Dayton, Texas

“It’s a good exhibition for us. We manufacture well control equipment for coiled
tubing operations and to get the pulse of the market in this area, we come and
see what the operators are doing. We’ve had positive feedback from visitors to
our stand – they’re interested.” Steve Deshotels, NOV Texas Oil Tools

“I came along to see what’s going on in the industry. It’s been very interesting to
listen to all the aspects and get a heads-up on what’s happening. A lot of the
exhibition is relevant to what’s been talked about at the conference, so you can
hear about it in the sessions and then come and see the tools for yourself.”
Dave Coull, NOV Downhole, Aberdeen

ICoTA Round Table
generates positive energy
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How did you first come to join
the industry?
During my final year as a Physics
undergraduate at York University,
I saw a job-ad in The Times for a
position with Dresser Atlas as a
trainee logging engineer. It
sounded exciting – the chance to
travel and earn ‘a lot’ of money. I
gave up on a second-hand
bicycle shop project when I was
offered the job.

What were your next steps?
I trained in Germany with Atlas
and, having joined to travel the
world, ended up working there
for three years – my mistake was
becoming fluent in German. I
then worked for Atlas on and
offshore in several other
European locations before giving
it all up to train as a cabinetmaker
and open a small factory making
specialised furniture.

What’s your current role with
TecWel?
I am the CEO of the UK subsidiary
– tasked with establishing and
growing the business and its
people in the UK and mainland
Europe. It’s great fun.

How do you feel you benefit
from your SPE membership?
It is the only forum I have found to
network both professionally and
socially with my peers. But the
real benefit for me these days, at
the risk of sounding pretentious,
is the pleasure I find in giving a bit
back to the industry that has
given me so much – supporting
career development and
educational initiatives,
information exchange and
technological progress. It’s what
the SPE does, and I really enjoy
being a small part of that.

You’re now on the SPE Aberdeen
Board and you are also Chair elect
– how do you see these roles?
I feel this is my chance to
contribute something personal. I
was tremendously surprised and
flattered to be offered the chance

to chair this important section –
and I view my role this year to
work hard to support the Board
and the current Chair in any way
that is useful, while preparing to
offer my own ideas and vision to
the Board next year. I see the
continuity of the organisation as
its great strength, achieved
through good planning and co-
operation. The volunteers that
make all this happen are so
many vital links in a chain that
stretches out over the years.

What’s your take on life in
general, and how would you
describe your management style?
My philosophy is consciously to
try to appreciate each moment I
live; to treat all people I meet at
least as well as I would wish to be
treated myself. My management
style is based firmly on the
development of relationships
characterised by trust and mutual
respect, within a framework of
strong and principled ethics.

Any life-changing moments
you’d like to share?
Absolutely all of them, but most of
us have enough of our own to last
a lifetime, if only we paid
attention to our lives. I’ll say, for
instance, the last time I walked
through Glen Tanar on a cold
autumn afternoon with the sun at
my back.

Outdoor freak or couch potato?
Outdoor potato. Carry me to the
top of any hill, let me enjoy the
view, and then roll me back down.

Favourite film?
In no particular order, Blade
Runner, Solaris (1972 Russian
version), Ashes and Diamonds
and Pretty Woman.

And finally, where would you
like to see yourself in, say, 10 or
20 years’ time?
Still alive; smiling; and teaching
my grandchild how to light a
campfire with just one match
while cooking ‘backwoods’ style.

An extract from ICoTA 2008’s opening speech,
delivered by Colin Welsh, CEO, Simmons &
Company International

When I was first asked to give this keynote address, crude prices were over
$100 a barrel, all the oil service companies were reporting record profits and
peak oil was top of the energy agenda.

However, in the last three months crude prices have more than halved causing the
international and North Sea rig counts to fall by 11 percent and 17 percent,
respectively. The last time a similar decline was registered was in 1998/99, when
Brent crude fell from $22 to $9 a barrel, the international rig count fell by 45
percent, exploration ground to a halt, and investment levels fell dramatically and
didn’t recover for more than two years. If the current downturn follows the same
pattern, offshore rig counts would continue to fall and not recover until early 2011.

The issue facing us now is how long and how deep the recession will be, and
how badly energy demand will be damaged. Oil prices have collapsed on the
belief that demand for oil will slump. Oil demand is driven by economic growth,
as measured by Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and clearly the financial crisis
is inhibiting the growth of the world economy.

My view is that a 2009 recovery is unlikely. Until confidence is restored, banks will
be looking to take more debt out of the system rather than putting more money
in, which is what the UK Government is encouraging to avoid a deep recession.

In 1985, when crude prices fell from $90 to $20 a barrel, there were 15 million
barrels a day of idle capacity. Today the figure is 2 million barrels a day, which
amounts to a meagre 2.5 percent of overall demand. The reason for the
reduction is that 70 percent of the world’s production is more than 30 years old
and is declining. Faster natural decline rates require more upstream investment
in existing and new fields. Consequently, upstream costs have almost doubled
over the last 10 years and are expected to continue to rise to in excess of $600
billion annually over the next five years.

The demand picture has changed dramatically too, compared with previous
recessions and oil price slumps. Recently the increase in oil demand has been
driven by the developing economies, particularly China, India and the Middle
East. Based on current daily production of 86 million barrels a day, the existing
supply base will fall by 30 million barrels over the next five years. Reducing
investment levels today will accelerate an oil supply crunch incapable of being
remedied overnight.

I hope OPEC will continue to intervene and that crude prices recover quickly to
minimise the impact a slowdown in investment has on future production. If that
doesn’t happen the UK Government needs to start thinking about putting a
floor under energy prices so we have a fighting chance of preserving our energy
security by not only maintaining our investment across the entire energy
complex, but also expanding it.

With supply and demand so finely balanced it seems likely crude prices will not
remain in the doldrums for long. One way of helping to meet the challenges of a
declining supply base is to improve recovery rates from new and mature oil and
gas fields. This is your challenge as participants in the well intervention sector.
The good news for you is that your technologies and skills will be pivotal in
ensuring recovery rates are improved and maximised.

ICoTA: Keynote address

Chris Nussbaum
CEO, TecWel (UK) and
SPE Aberdeen Section
Director/Chair elect

GET TO KNOW
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CONSULTANTS
LISTING
David Aron – Development studies, negotiations, evaluations, expert witness •
tel: 0208 347 3498 • fax: 0208 347 3499 • email: davidaron@pdc.uk.com • Petroleum
Development Consultants Ltd, Stanhope House, 4–8 Highgate High Street, London N6
5JL • www.pdc.uk.com

Maurice Cotterill, CEng – HPHT expertise, well design, studies/reviews
• email: maurice.cotterill@sede.co.uk •SEDE Ltd, Rose Cottage, Church Lane,
Thwaite, Eye, Suffolk IP23 7EJ

Claire Davy – Technology implementation, competency assurance, wellcontrol training •
tel/fax: 01342 841733 • email: claire@ipschool.co.uk • www.ipschool.co.uk • The
International Petroleum School, Gatwick Training Centre, Smallfield, Surrey RH6 9JE

Andrew Hollis – Extensive Russia / FSU experience, acquisitions, divestments, operations,
also North Africa • tel 07770 703083 • email andy_hollis@mail.ru •
Muscovy Oil Services, Summerhill House, Strete, Devon, TQ6 0RH

Rick Hoskins – Consultant for cementing designs that prevent annular fluid-movement
after cementing • Tel 01330 860772, Mob 07885 436671 • email: cementing@aol.com •
Cementing Specialists Ltd, Craigshannockh Lodge, Midmar, Aberdeenshire AB51 7LX

Tim Lines – CEng – Acquisitions/farm-outs, finance available, technical,
economic, contracts • tel/fax: 0845 165 1891 • mob: 07960 793308
email: tim.lines@oilfieldinternational.com • www.oilfieldinternational.com
Kingswood, Stamford Avenue, Hayling Island PO11 0BJ

Allan Morrison CEng MCIArb – Claims, delay analysis, project controls, expert witness •
tel 01224 289771, Mob 07986 648292 • email: allanm@novusnavitas.com • Offices in
Aberdeen and London

Kevin Wade, BSc, PhD – 20 years’ experience – Consultancy studies in: multiphase flow
modelling, wells (production & UBD/MPD), pipelines, full field development planning &
software training •tel/fax +44 (0)20 8643 2604, mob +44 (0)7718 159179
• email: kevin.wade@neotec.com

Weisenborn-Linskaill Associates – Integrated legal, commercial and technical services
for oil & gas companies (Holland, UK and International) • Karin Weisenborn, Tel: +31
(0)703 873862, Chris Linskaill, Tel +44 (0)131 447 1446 • email: KWeisenborn@WL-
associates.com or CLinskaill@WL-associates.com • www.wl-associates.com

Peter Wright – Petroleum economics and commercial consulting services
(UK + international) • tel: 01628 410762 • mob: 07963 441076
email: peter.wright@equad.com • EQUAD Ltd, 213 Courthouse Road,
Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 6HP

Haoran Zhang, BSc, MPhil, PhD – 22 years’ R&D/operations – reservoir engineering,
simulation, reserves, PVT/EoS, RelPerm/EOR • tel: +44 (0)7809 123601 • fax: +44 (0) 118
977 3950 • email: haoran@petengplus.com or service@petengplus.com •
www.petengplus.com • PetEng Plus Limited, 28 Evergreen Way, Wokingham, Berkshire
RG41 4BX

To appear in this listing, please write to Nicki Shearer at Loewy, at the address on
page 2 with: your contact details • up to TEN words describing your services •
advance payment by cheque for £10.00 plus VAT x the number of months you are
booking a listing (payable to ‘Raymond Loewy International’).

Afren plc
Anadarko International
Energy Company
BG Group
BHP Billiton Petroleum
BP Plc
Centrica
Eclipse Petroleum Technology
Expro Group
ExxonMobil
Gaffney, Cline & Associates
GDF Britain Limited
Geoscience Limited
Hess Ltd
MND Exploration and Production
Nexen Petroleum UK Ltd
Noble Energy (Europe) Limited

Oilfield Production Consultants
(OPC) Limited
OMV (UK) Ltd
PetroCanada
Petrofac Energy Developments Ltd
Petroleum Development
Consultants Ltd
Premier Oil plc
RPS Energy
RWE Dea UK Ltd
Sasol Petroleum International
Schlumberger Oilfield Services
Star Energy Limited RPS Energy
The Curzon Partnership
Tullow Oil
Weatherford International Ltd

SPELondon Section 2009
SPONSORS
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
ABERDEEN

28 Jan TTRD – experience from North Sea campaigns
Ian Smith, well engineering manager,
Talisman Energy

25 Feb Collaborative working: real-time operations,
the way ahead
Speaker from Shell, TBA

22 Apr Low-cost methods for improved oil and
gas recovery
Zaki Bassiouni, SPE Distinguished Lecturer

12-13 May DEVEX 2009

CONTINUING EDUCATION EVENT
25 Mar Meeting led by SPE Young Professionals

Speaker: Iman Hill, Senior Vice-President
Santos Basin, Brazil, BG Group

CONFERENCES/EXHIBITIONS
12-13 May DEVEX 2009

27 May Technology Showcase

VENUE DETAILS
Hilton Treetops Hotel, 161 Springfield Road, Aberdeen AB15
7AQ

LONDON

27 Jan After dinner talk: The scientific evidence justifying
climate change forecasts
Paul van der Linden, Director, Hadley Centre,
The Met Office
Before dinner talk: Carbon trading
Coos Battjes, Credit Suisse

24 Feb After dinner talk: But Remaining Proved Reserves
are much higher: don’t you know how to add up?
Dr Richard Pike, CEO, the Royal Society of Chemistry
Before dinner talk: Brazil
Iman Hill, Senior Vice-President Santos Basin, Brazil,
BG Group

31 Mar After dinner talk: West of Shetland: does it work at
today’s oil prices?
Before dinner talk: Trends in EOR

28 Apr Guilt and absolution in naturally fractured
reservoir characterization: the cause and devilish
effect of heterogeneity
Wayne Narr, SPE Distinguished Lecturer and
Research Consultant, Chevron Energy

CONTINUING EDUCATION EVENTS
Jan Joint SPE and Geological Society seminar

– Regional Focus: Northern North Sea
26 Feb Drilling problems solved - if you can find it,

you can drill it
19 Mar Tight gas - how to succeed
23 April Regional focus on the Middle East
14 May Women in the Energy Industry

VENUE DETAILS
The Geological Society, Piccadilly, London W1
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SPE London Section Continuing Education Seminar

OBJECTIVE DRILLING
– CREATING THE OPTIMUM
WELL FOR YOUR RESERVOIR

Picking the location is only the start – how do you ensure that your
well will meet all your objectives? This seminar will bring drillers,
engineers and geoscientists together to talk about designing and
drilling the optimum well every time, particularly under challenging
conditions by focusing on COST, DATA and PERFORMANCE.
It will cover the latest data gathering and logging techniques;
drilling methods to ‘drill the undrillable’; techniques to avoid formation
damage and how to find a cost-effective rig in today’s markets.
Operating companies will present their case studies and finally
an ‘ask the experts’ panel session will solve your personal drilling
dilemmas. This seminar is a must for anyone involved in exploration,
appraisal or development planning.

Drilling to avoid formation damage
• Protecting your reservoir: Michael Byrne, Senergy

• Damage assessment: Justin Green, Corex

Advances in drilling technology
• Stress cage operations for strengthening depleted sandstones:

Mike Hodder, MI-Swaco

• Drilling the undrillable: Ian Johnston, @balance

• Optimal well placement using real-time data: Tracey Flynn, Baker Hughes

Rig markets
• Getting the most out of the rig market, Gavin Strachan, ODS-Petrodata

Case studies
• Bob Smith, Nexen

• Eon Ruhrgas

Ask the experts
• Panel session

Thursday 26 February, 9.30am to 5.30pm
Geological Society, Piccadilly, London W1

Tickets: Cost £200 members SPE/PESGB/EI inc VAT

Booking: Secure advance booking at www.katemcmillan.co.uk
or contact Kate McMillan on telephone 07736 070066
or email Katespe@aol.com – Early booking is strongly advised
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