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Why did you do engineering?
If you want me to be honest, then I’d say I didn’t have a solid reason why I chose engineering. It was a combination of two factors. The first one is simply that I had a natural interest in science related modules at school which made it easy for me to do well in them. The second aspect was to do with my personality- I am a curious person and I am always interested in finding out how things work and I also don’t think twice about setting myself a challenging task, so when it came to deciding my degree I thought that doing chemical engineering would keep me busy for a while!

Did you always wanted to be an engineer in the oil industry?
Yes, I have always been interested in the oil industry. I remember when I was young and used to go to the beach back home in Venezuela, we passed oil refineries and I used to be amazed by it, thinking I would be climbing up those structures one day. Perhaps it was the fact that I come from an oil producing country that has propelled my interest towards the energy industry and global energy security.
I have recently graduated from Chemical and Process Engineering and an M.Sc. specific to Oil and Gas, and now work in the Industry & Technology team of Simmons & Company International.  Simmons is an energy focussed corporate finance advisor and we focus on mergers, acquisitions and financing.
You may now be asking why am I working in investment banking? My answer is that life is dynamic and nothing stays still; objectives, strategy and people are always changing and so are our desires. I made a turn in my career by going into the corporate finance world and it is a challenging and exciting way of applying my technical background, which plays a key role in delivering value for the company. 

What has Simmons given you and what do you think you can give back?
Without exaggerating, working at Simmons is an incredible experience. I started recently and I have been like a sponge absorbing an incredible amount of knowledge. That, combined with the warmth in the office and a company culture that encourages you to deliver excellent performance, has made me feel like I have been part of the team for a very long time.
Our focus is an inch wide and a mile deep, we aim to be a specialist investment bank focused on transactions only in the Energy sector, particularly in Oil & Gas. Being a specialist investment bank, Simmons offers many opportunities for me to learn many different aspects of how this industry works – from how tools work through to how management teams lead successful businesses. We are exposed to many different technologies in the market worldwide that make possible the exploration and production of fields in a cost effective, safe and efficient manner. It is a fantastic experience to continuously learn not only the breath of services used by this industry, but also the level of specialisation that some companies may have. I feel that this is an area where my engineering background is crucial if you like, to be able to realise how companies could fit together in a market, or how technologies can be combined and create synergies that can result in an improvement in market position for companies and deliver value for business owners.

What are your thoughts of working in a male dominated industry?
My belief is that this is an industry that is driven by excellence and success and it is also an industry that recognises that your capability to deliver these is not gender related. It is perhaps a fact that this is a male dominated industry, but my understanding of this fact is that it is a male dominated industry in terms of male-female ratio and it does not mean that women have less opportunity to be as successful.
This was clear from when I graduated from Chemical Engineering as I was the only female receiving an M.Eng. degree out of almost 20 students! Nevertheless, this didn’t make my time at university harder; neither did it affect my chances of getting a job. Perhaps in the past the industry was somehow directly related to men but as I said before, things are always changing and I believe that the perception that existed in the past has now vanished. 

Do you see yourself staying in this industry for long?
A definite yes. I see myself long term in this industry because, although it is a very demanding place to work in, I think this is an industry that gives me many opportunities to develop my career. I also feel that in the long term it will give me the comfort to look back in time and see a worthwhile career progression and knowing that my work is part of the important outcome that the oil and gas industry delivers.
Working at Simmons also reinforces this. It is a forward thinking company that understands the dynamics of the energy sector very well and I can now see that the oil and gas industry still has a long evolution to go through.

What is your recommendation for young professionals?
I was once told that work only becomes work when you don’t like it and I strongly believe in this, so my advice to people interested in the industry is to follow your passion and step into this industry. Without looking too far back in history, over a century ago there were determined women Marie Curie or Amelia Earhart just to mention a few, who were determined women whose confidence in their abilities and integrity led them to success in their fields, so I doubt that in current times there are any major barriers preventing this generation to get as far. 
Although there are lines to be drawn, I believe that if you set yourself limits then you are condemned to failure. I encourage you to come on board to this industry and give your best as a professional and as an individual. At this point in time, I can’t tell you the recipe to success as I am only new too, but I am sure that following what we are passionate for with confidence supported by our values as individuals will take us through a good journey in our careers.
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